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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LAHOOD).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 12, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RAY
LAHOOD to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———
PRAYER

The Reverend Dr. Cynthia L. Hale,
Pastor, Ray of Hope Christian Church,
Decatur, Georgia, offered the following
prayer:

Gracious God, Creator, Redeemer and
Sustainer of all life. In the words of the
Psalmist, “When I consider Your heav-
ens, the work of Your hands, the moon
and the stars which You have set in
place, what is man and woman that
You are mindful of them? You made
them a little lower than the heavenly
beings. You made them ruler over the
works of Your hands.”

God, You have given each of the per-
sons assembled in this place the ability
and the authority to govern this great
Nation of ours. You have positioned
them to set policy for the provision
and protection of the people. You have
designated these men and women to
make decisions for the continued lib-
erty and justice for all.

Now, God, grant them wisdom. Give
them the courage this day to govern
with Your grace and for Your glory.
Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the

last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Washington (Mr.
NETHERCUTT) come forward and lead
the House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. NETHERCUTT led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING THE REVEREND DR.
CYNTHIA L. HALE, PASTOR, RAY
OF HOPE CHRISTIAN CHURCH,
DECATUR, GEORGIA

(Ms. MAJETTE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MAJETTE. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased this morning to welcome the
Reverend Dr. Cynthia L. Hale, Senior
Pastor of the Ray of Hope Christian
Church in Decatur, Georgia. Pastor
Hale is a 1979 graduate of Duke Univer-
sity’s School of Divinity and she was
ordained that same year. She has been
the Pastor of the Ray of Hope Chris-
tian Church for 18 years. The church is
known to all of us in my district affec-
tionately as ‘“The Ray.”

Pastor Hale has been a good steward
of the resources that God has entrusted
to her. She has helped countless people
be able to continue their lives and to
grow in faith and strength. She has
been a mentor and a friend to me over
the years.

Mr. Speaker, I am truly blessed, we
are all truly blessed, to have her here
with us this morning.

APPRECIATING ALL COMPANIES,
BOTH FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC,
THAT WANT TO DO BUSINESS IN
THE UNITED STATES

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, in April
it was reported that employers added
288,000 jobs to the payroll, including
21,000 in the manufacturing sector.
Progress is being made. The
outsourcing-insourcing debate then has
waned a little bit.

But I want to highlight Richland
County in Illinois, 16,000 people in the
community of Olney, that has 8,000.
They actively pursue and ask for inter-
national business to come. In fact they
are home for companies from Germany,
Austria, Japan, Belgium, Switzerland
and the Netherlands. These inter-
national companies located in rural II-
linois provide high wages and great
benefits to their citizens.

We should be appreciative of all com-
panies that create jobs, both U.S. com-
panies and international companies,
that want to do business in the United
States.

———

TIMING OF RED CROSS CONCERNS

(Mr. CONYERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, reading
the Wall Street Journal yesterday,
which I read more than some suspect, 1
was told that the Red Cross had com-
plained to Secretary of State Colin
Powell about the prison abuses and tor-
ture and other embarrassments for
months, which was a new revelation to
me.

But today the Baltimore Sun says,
and here it is, ‘“‘Powell says Bush was
informed of Red Cross concerns and
that he had been fully informed in gen-
eral terms about complaints made by
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the Red Cross and others over ill-treat-
ment of detainees in custody.”

Now, this is not about privates and
corporals. And, by the way, the woman
in charge of the camp said that she was
put under pressure.

————

AL QAEDA CONNECTION, ZARQAWI,
CONTINUES TO HARM AMERICA

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday the world was
shocked by a video depicting the sav-
age beheading of an American civilian
by Iraq’s al Qaeda connection, Abu
Musab al Zarqawi.

It is time to put an end to the inten-
tional denial that al Qaeda had no con-
nection with Saddam Hussein. Sec-
retary of State Colin Powell warned
the U.N. in February 2003 that after the
victory in Afghanistan, al Qaeda
operatives set up new camps in Iraq,
led by Osama bin Laden’s lieutenant,
Zarqawi, who was allowed free oper-
ation in Baghdad by Saddam Hussein.

Since then, Zargawi has led al Qaeda
within Iraq to bomb the U.N. head-
quarters in Baghdad and to attempt
the killing last month of 80,000 in Jor-
dan with chemical weapons. Addition-
ally, in his letter to al Qaeda leader-
ship, Zargawi admitted to master-
minding the daily attacks in Iraq.

We are fighting al Qaeda terrorists in
Iraq as part of the global war on terror.
Yet, despite our enemy’s savagery, our
brave troops will fight and win this war
to protect American families.

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.

———

COVER THE UNINSURED WEEK

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
in support of the goals of Cover the Un-
insured Week. In California, 1 out of
every 5 of our uninsured population is
a child under the age of 18.

This week, the House leadership has
scheduled votes that would help big in-
surance companies. Instead, Congress
should be taking action to ensure that
no child has to skip needed health care
checkups and is not left behind.

We should pass the Family Care Act
to provide working families and chil-
dren with health insurance. The bill
could cover approximately 7.5 million
low-income parents and improve health
care coverage.

We should also pass the Health Care
Equality and Accountability Act, H.R.
3459, which would both provide ex-
panded health coverage and eliminate
racial and ethnic health care dispari-
ties. More than one-third of Latinos
and 19 percent of Asian Pacific island-
ers lack health insurance.
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We must come together to combat
our uninsured crisis. Together, we can
make sure that every family has access
to high quality and affordable health
care.

———

PROVIDING THE SECURITY OF
AFFORDABLE HEALTH INSURANCE

(Mr. KNOLLENBERG asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, in
response to the gentlewoman that just
spoke, there is another alternative
that we can talk about as well, because
throughout the country, small business
owners face a problem, because they
cannot afford to offer their employees
health insurance.

The Small Business Health Fairness
Act, H.R. 4281, which we are going to
debate this week, helps to resolve
health care benefit concerns for small
businesses and their employees.
Through Association Health Plans,
small businesses will have the ability
to secure affordable health care con-
tracts. Uninsured employees will re-
ceive the security of affordable health
insurance.

Here is something that I think is sig-
nificant: Out of the 44 million unin-
sured Americans, so called, about 25
million of them are people in small
businesses, either the dependents or
the employees themselves.

The price of health care benefits has
risen by 12 percent this year alone. Es-
calating health care premiums makes
it nearly impossible for small business
owners to afford to offer health care
benefits to their employees.

H.R. 4281 will make health insurance
a reality for small businesses. I strong-
ly urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

—————

PROVIDING HEALTH CARE FOR
ALL AMERICANS

(Mr. BERRY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, every
American should be confident that
whether they lose their job, change
jobs, get sick or just grow old, they
should be able to find affordable, reli-
able health care.

We know how to do this. I agree with
the gentleman on the other side of the
aisle. We have the ultimate association
health plan available. We could make
every American eligible for the Federal
Employees Benefit Plan at their own
expense. That would be the ultimate in
the association health care plan. We
can also make people over 55 eligible
for Medicare. We can make low-income
working families eligible for Medicaid.

We know how to provide health care
coverage for the American people. If we
are going to do this, we also know that
we have to provide a fair, reasonably
priced pharmaceutical product to these
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same people. We cannot continue to
allow the drug manufacturers to rob
the American people.

———

COMMEMORATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF BROWN V. BOARD
OF EDUCATION

(Mr. RYUN of Kansas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RYUN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker,
next Monday, May 17, 2004, marks the
50th anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s decision in Brown versus the
Board of Education. On this historic
day, the Supreme Court issued a defini-
tive interpretation of the 14th amend-
ment to the Constitution, stating that
the discriminatory nature of racial seg-
regation is a violation of the 14th
amendment.

Although 50 years have come and
gone, this decision continues to have a
profound effect upon our society. It has
permanently altered the conventional
social structure in traditionally seg-
regated areas and has outlawed dis-
crimination.

Although the celebration next Mon-
day bears the name of Reverend Oliver
Brown, it will be a celebration of all
those who fought to rid our society of
the practice of separate and unequal
public schooling.

I would like to thank the Members of
Congress who voted for the legislation
which established the commission to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of
this historic decision, and I would also
like to thank especially Cheryl Brown
Henderson, the granddaughter of plain-
tiff Oliver Brown, along with the mem-
bers of the Brown Commission, for the
work in making this celebration a re-
ality.

I am grateful for the small part I
played. I encourage our colleagues to
join us in celebration on this day.

————

CONGRESS SHIRKING ITS
RESPONSIBILITY

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
this last month has been a hard month:
Hard for our soldiers in Iraq as we lost
more lives than any previous month; it
was hard on the people of that troubled
country; and it was hard on the Amer-
ican public as citizens of conscience
and people who are footing the bill. It
has also been hard on Congress.

I personally believe the Speaker and
the chair of the key committees to be
people of conscience, and they must be
terribly embarrassed as the world sees
what happens when Congress shirks its
responsibility to set policy, control
spending and provide oversight.

It is as sad as it is outrageous that
Congress and the President of the
United States find out at the same
time as millions of people around the
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world about the unconscionable abuses
in Iraqi prisons.

Now, the President will have to set-
tle with Donald Rumsfeld as to why he
has been kept out of the loop, but we in
Congress have only ourselves to blame
if we continue to avoid being a con-
structive partner, making sure that
these abuses stop.

ENCOURAGING THE RELEASE OF
PHOTOGRAPHS OF IRAQI PRIS-
ONER ABUSE

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, despite the
horrendous acts of a few American sol-
diers at Abu Ghraib prison, we are win-
ning the war in Iraq. We are inves-
tigating and punishing those among
our own engaged in wrongdoing. And as
the brutality and desperation of yester-
day’s beheading of an American attest,
our enemies know they are losing.

While I support freedom for the good
people of Iraq, I support President
Bush and Secretary Rumsfeld, I re-
spectfully encourage the administra-
tion to bring an end to the lurid parade
of photographs leaking their way into
the national media by immediately re-
leasing all photographic records of
abuse of prisoners by American per-
sonnel.

Abraham Lincoln said it best: “‘Give
the people the facts, and the Republic
will be saved.” In this case, Mr. Speak-
er, the republic that we save may be
that free and democratic republic of
Iraq in the 21st century.

———
O 1015

ASK QUESTIONS OR STUPID
THINGS HAPPEN

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, since
April 1, 42 days, the House has been in
session 12 of those 42 days; and in that
period of time, we have lost 171 of our
fellow citizens, bringing the total to
772.

While that was happening, what has
Congress done? We have named eight
post offices, recognized the Garden
Club of America, recognized the impor-
tance of music education, and author-
ized the use of the Capitol grounds for
the Soap Box Derby. That is what Con-
gress has done in the last 42 days, 12
days working; that is what we have
done while we have lost loved ones in
this country.

Our constituents are asking the whys
and the hows of this war. They want us
to get the answers. We have a constitu-
tional responsibility, the checks and
balances, to ask those questions. It is
imperative that we do that.

President Kennedy once said, ‘“To
govern is to choose.” We can name post
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offices, or we can ask the hard ques-
tions about the direction of our Nation.
We may even be able to do both.

———————

MURDER OF NICK BERG

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
we were reminded of who the real en-
emies are in Iraq. A video was released
showing the brutal murder of a young
man from Pennsylvania, 26 years old, a
small businessman who was there to
help rebuild Iraq. I offer my deepest
condolences to his family and friends,
and I join with my colleagues to call
for bringing these terrorists to justice.

The fact is, Nick Berg’s murder
comes from the same terrorist extrem-
ists as the September 11 attacks. It was
not about revenge; it was about intimi-
dation. They brutally murdered an in-
nocent civilian on camera so that the
world could see it and tremble. These
terrorists will use any convenient ex-
cuse to take innocent life if they be-
lieve it will advance their agenda.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday’s murder
should not shake us. It should steel our
resolve to do the right thing in Iraaq,
and it should remind us that there can
be no negotiating with an enemy who
hates freedom, despises human rights,
and uses any excuse to brutally murder
innocent civilians.

—————

SUPPORT SALES TAX
DEDUCTIBILITY

(Mr. LAMPSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, once
again, the House appears to be in an
all-tax-cuts-all-the-time mode all over
again.

By listening to the talk coming from
this body, one would want to believe
that we really want tax fairness for all
Americans. Last week we had the op-
portunity to amend a part of the Tax
Code which unfairly penalizes residents
of States with no local or State income
tax, and we did not. Unfortunately, we
did not get it right last week, but luck-
ily we have another chance to fix the
problem today.

I hope that my colleagues will sup-
port allowing sales-tax deductibility
for residents of States with no sales or
State or local income taxes so that the
hard-working residents, like people in
my State of Texas and many others,
get the same benefits given to almost
all other Americans. Should we not be
looking for ways to create equity and
fairness for all of our citizens and not
always seemingly helping just a few?

Let us pass this sales-tax deduct-
ibility amendment and take a true step
toward equity.

e —

MEDICARE AND PRESCRIPTION

DRUG CARDS

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, when Sen-
ator CHUCK HAGEL and I drafted the
drug discount card 3 years ago, we real-
ized at the time that it would be a very
important tool for seniors to save
money on their prescription drugs. It is
the reason so many people join Costco,
or Price Club, and so many millions of
America’s seniors have joined AARP,
for discounts, because they save
money. It is simple, it is effective, and
last Monday, on May 3, when we rolled
out the drug discount card as part of
the Medicare legislation, over 400,000
seniors called the 1-800 Medicare num-
ber to inquire about the plan.

Interestingly enough, almost every
national chain, be they a grocery store
or a pharmacy, advertised that they
would be offering a drug discount card.
It is simple. It is easy. It is convenient.
And it allows seniors the choices that
they deserve: to buy from their local
pharmacist, their drugstore, their
Costco, their Price Club, you name it.

Medicare should be simple. Seniors 65
and older deserve discounts on their
drug cards, their drug and pharma-
ceutical usage. They are receiving it
under this legislation.

———

SEND THE PRESIDENT BACK TO
TEXAS

(Mr. McDERMOTT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, with
everything going wrong for our war
President in Iraq, it would be easy to
overlook another tragedy confronting
the United States.

Almost 44 million people are unin-
sured in this country; they go without
health care and hope they do not get
sick. The vast majority of these people
come from families where one person
works full-time.

By our actions, we are forcing Ameri-
cans to choose between food and health
care. That is not a choice. That is a
cruel reality perpetuated by this ad-
ministration.

The administration pretends every
American has health care because
there are emergency rooms, and we
have a cabinet Secretary who says so,
knowingly misleading the American
people, and we wonder why the world
questions our moral leadership.

Almost 44 million Americans do not
have health care, and we can change
that. Bills have been brought before
the Congress for years, but the admin-
istration ignores them. We are going to
deal with two useless ones today.

Every other industrialized country
offers affordable health care except us.
We could change it today, but we will
not under this administration. We are
going to have to have an election and
send the President back to Texas.
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LOWERING THE NUMBER OF THE
UNINSURED

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I hesitate to disagree with my
fellow representative; but, Mr. Speak-
er, the President’s program and the
House program this week is going to
find a solution for the uninsured for
health care. Small businesses are drop-
ping health plans because they cannot
afford it.

This week, the House is going to take
up the Small Business Health Fairness
Act, and it will allow small businesses
that would otherwise be unable to af-
ford health insurance to join together
to form association health plans which,
by the way, is one of those things that
we have had out there for a long time
and needs to be passed. It will insure
more people with quality care at lower
rates.

Another important step today will be
lowering the cost of health care by put-
ting consumers in the driver’s seat
through health savings plans. Those
plans give more people options when it
comes to their health insurance, and
they are a great part of lowering the
cost of health care and helping to lower
the number of uninsured.

Mr. Speaker, we are moving forward
in this Congress, and we are going to
move forward on these issues today for
a better America.

———

LIVING UP TO THE PROMISE OF
EDUCATION FUNDING

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on the Bush administra-
tion and this Congress to live up to its
promise on education.

Despite the White House’s media
event this week, the administration’s
own budget request for next year would
cut $9.4 billion from the President’s
own No Child Left Behind Act. In the
first 3 years under this new law, this
administration has shorted America’s
schools by $27 billion. That is a pretty
poor record and a failure of leadership.

This week, the White House claimed
that the States have billions of dollars
of unspent Federal education funds, as
if there is a stack of money sitting on
some bureaucrat’s shelf. As the only
former State school chief serving in
this Congress, I can tell my colleagues
that nothing could be farther from the
truth. School officials are struggling to
fill countless unmet needs for funding,
and this administration’s failure to
provide our needed education funds is a
crushing burden.

Democrats have a better way. I have
introduced legislation to require full
funding for No Child Left Behind.
Democrats support school construction
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and helping local leaders build new
schools, relieve overcrowding, reduce
class sizes, and improve security. We
must make sure every public school
works to educate our children to meet
the needs of the 21st century.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, Congress
needs to live up to its promises made
on education.

————
WE NEED NATIONAL UNITY

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, the
Democrats are proud of saying, which
they say often, that they oppose the
war, but support the troops. That is
kind of like saying the tank is not
empty, but the car is out of gas. It just
does not make any sense. How do you
support the troops if you are opposed
to what they are doing?

Of course, then again, the statements
by their party leader said, I voted
‘“‘yes” before I voted ‘‘no’ on the sup-
plemental appropriations bill that
would have given the troops the armor
and the ammunition and the food and
the supplies they need, but that is
Democrat thinking.

When the statue of Saddam Hussein
was being pulled down and celebrated,
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
PELOSI) said, well, we could have pulled
that statue down for a lot less money.
I am sure the U.N. would have gotten
around to it eventually through their,
what, another resolution? We did 17;
maybe one more resolution and the
statue would have come on down.

Mr. Speaker, winning a war is not
easy, and when you have leading Demo-
crats saying the war is unwinnable, it
sends a very bad signal to the troops
whom they allege to support. That is
not what we need.

Right now what we need is unity, na-
tional unity, getting behind the cause,
getting behind the soldier in the fox-
hole. Let us think of him and put poli-
tics aside.

————

PROVIDING HEALTH CARE FOR
ALL AMERICANS

(Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr.
Speaker, so much is in the news these
days, it is hard for us to keep sight of
any one thing; but as a great Nation,
we ought to be able to do more than
one thing at one time. One of the
things we ought to be doing is taking
care of our people in this country when
it comes to delivering to them health
care insurance.

We talk every day about how there
are 44 million Americans who are unin-
sured, but what are we actually doing
about it?

I often hear from my constituents
who say to me, Congressman, if you

May 12, 2004

had to worry about your health insur-
ance the way we have to worry about
our health insurance every single day
of the week, if you had to worry about
your child the way we have to worry
about our children, you would have
health insurance for all Americans to-
morrow.

Yet, we have Members of Congress
who are coming here on the floor and
saying that they are for health insur-
ance. They say they are not for govern-
ment insurance, no, no, they are
against that, and yet name me one
Member of Congress that does not sign
up for the government-paid program in
this Congress.

That is the hypocrisy we see in this
Congress, not a Congress that is actu-
ally interested in the people’s health
care, but only their own.

——————

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE INVES-
TIGATION OF THE MURDER OF
EMMETT TILL

(Mr. RUSH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, 2 days ago,
the Department of Justice announced
that it would be forming a partnership
with the State of Mississippi to inves-
tigate the 1955 murder of 14-year-old
Emmett Till. As I heard the news, two
thoughts ran through my mind. On the
one hand, as the Member of Congress
who introduced a resolution, a bipar-
tisan resolution calling upon the Jus-
tice Department to investigate
Emmett’s murder, I feel a sense of re-
lief. On the other hand, four words
come to my mind: it is about time.

Mr. Speaker, many of us regard the
murder of Emmett Till and the subse-
quent sham Jim Crow trial that acquit-
ted Emmett’s murderers as a mockery,
as a miscarriage of justice, and as the
single motivational spark for the civil
rights movement. Young Emmett’s
savage murder and his open funeral
casket made international news, and it
galvanized African Americans and oth-
ers interested in the cause of civil
rights to take matters into their own
hands and to demand basic human
rights to which all citizens are enti-
tled.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that now
maybe Ms. Till-Mobley and Emmett
Till can begin to rest in peace.

———

GIVE SENIORS THE HEALTH CARE
BENEFITS THEY DESERVE

(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise this morning, after having listened
to Washington Journal, wherein the
head of the Medicare-Medicaid program
said, seniors are now, in fact, in a pro-
gram with this discount drug card
where they can pool their resources
and get lower prices for their drugs.
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If that is what we are doing with the
discount drug card, why, in fact, did
the legislation itself not allow the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to seek best prices on prescription
drugs for seniors?

I say, as we talk about covering the
uninsured this week, we ought to be
covering our seniors. They ought to
have a prescription drug benefit that
gives them one card without all of this
complication where they have to ruffle
through cards, ruffle through the Inter-
net when they do not even have access
to be able to determine what is the
best way for them to get their prescrip-
tion drugs.

Cover seniors. Give them the benefit
they have worked for; give them the
benefit they deserve.

————
HEALTHY TROOPS ACT

(Mr. BISHOP of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
as I speak today, more than 170,000 of
our servicemen and -women are serving
in harm’s way in Iraq and Afghanistan.
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We are grateful for their service. We
owe these brave men and women the
best that we have to offer. At a min-
imum, we owe them what they were
promised. I am talking about medical
exams before and after we send them
into combat.

A 1997 law requires the DOD to per-
form comprehensive pre- and post-de-
ployment medical examinations on all
deployed troops, including National
Guard and Reservists. DOD has unilat-
erally decided to define these exams
not as was intended, as a hand’s-on ex-
amination by a doctor, but as a self-ad-
ministered survey to determine if a
service member is fit for combat or if
he or she suffered as a result of war.

It is beyond irresponsible to base the
health of our troops on their individual
ability to self-diagnose. Therefore,
today, I am introducing legislation to
require the Department of Defense to
comply with the 1997 law and guar-
antee each of our men and women will
receive an actual clinical examination
before and after they are deployed.

Today, I request my colleagues to
join me and support the Healthy
Troops Act. We owe our troops that
much.

——
MEDICARE

(Ms. PRYCE of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, be-
ginning May 3, seniors across the coun-
try can take the first steps towards a
much-needed prescription drug benefit
when they enroll in the new Medicare
prescription drug discount card.

The plan gives seniors the power of
choice. Seniors will select from a host
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of prescription discount drug cards and
choose the best option suited to their
very own needs. On average, seniors
will save 10 to 25 percent on their pre-
scriptions.

Not only that, but choice encourages
competition. Private companies will be
making their prices available for sen-
iors to compare. This, in turn, will fos-
ter new, lower prices in an effort to se-
cure seniors’ business. We already see
this happening. By giving the seniors
the choices they need, we also give
them lower prices.

Mr. Speaker, the Medicare prescrip-
tion drug coverage card is long over-
due. I am proud of Republicans for pro-
viding a viable solution to America’s
seniors, and I encourage seniors across
the country to take advantage of these
added benefits.

———————

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT
BENEFITS

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
last week President Bush came
through my State, the State of Ohio, in
a bus trip to argue and defend his eco-
nomic policies which have inflicted
great damage on my State.

We have lost, since President Bush
took office, 177,000 manufacturing jobs.
One out of every six manufacturing
jobs in Ohio has simply disappeared
since President Bush took office. We
have lost 200 jobs every single day of
the Bush administration, and the
President’s answer is more tax cuts for
the rich, hoping it trickles down and
creates some jobs. That has not
worked.

His other answer is more trade agree-
ments like NAFTA, which frankly have
shifted all too many jobs to China and
Mexico.

Instead, Congress should extend the
unemployment benefits for those work-
ers who are trying to find jobs, 50,000 in
Ohio, a million across the country, who
are trying to find jobs, who have lost
their jobs.

Extend unemployment benefits and
pass the Crane-Rangel bipartisan bill
which will give incentives to compa-
nies that manufacture in this country,
rather than to give incentives and tax
breaks to the President’s biggest con-
tributors, those corporations which
shift jobs overseas.

————

OUTRAGE AND DISAPPOINTMENT
OVER CRISIS IN IRAQ

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to ex-
press my outrage and disappointment
over the crisis in Iraq.

I must start by condemning, in the
strongest possible terms, the brutal de-
capitation of Nicholas Berg. The act
was unconscionable, and I join all of
my colleagues in sending my deepest
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sympathies to his family and loved
ones.

What kind of climate allows for such
unbelievable, gruesome acts? What
kind of climate are we creating with
the abuses at Abu Ghraib?

Secretary Rumsfeld has dismissed
the Geneva Convention. That sends the
wrong message. That message clearly,
however, stuck.

The horrifying photographs of the
abuses in Abu Ghraib are symptoms of
a much larger failure of leadership.

BEarlier this week, President Bush
said that Secretary Rumsfeld is doing a
superb job. Of course, that is the same
President who communicated that the
mission in Iraq was accomplished over
12 months and 500 American lives ago.

Nothing is superb about this situa-
tion, and little has been accomplished.
The buck stops with the Commander in
Chief, and so does the responsibility for
the disaster we now face.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION

OF H.R. 4279, PROVIDING FOR
DISPOSITION OF UNUSED
HEALTH BENEFITS IN CAFE-

TERIA PLANS AND FLEXIBLE
SPENDING ARRANGEMENTS; H.R.
4280, HELP EFFICIENT, ACCES-
SIBLE, LOW-COST, TIMELY
HEALTHCARE (HEALTH) ACT OF
2004; AND H.R. 4281, SMALL BUSI-
NESS HEALTH FAIRNESS ACT OF
2004

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, by
direction of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 638 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 638

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 4279) to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for
the disposition of unused health benefits in
cafeteria plans and flexible spending ar-
rangements. The bill shall be considered as
read for amendment. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and
on any amendment thereto to final passage
without intervening motion except: (1) one
hour of debate on the bill equally divided and
controlled by the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Ways
and Means; (2) the amendment in the nature
of a substitute printed in part A of the report
of the Committee on Rules accompanying
this resolution, if offered by Representative
Rangel of New York or his designee, which
shall be in order without intervention of any
point of order, shall be considered as read,
and shall be separately debatable for one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
proponent and an opponent; and (3) one mo-
tion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. Upon the adoption of this resolution
it shall be in order to consider in the House
the bill (H.R. 4280) to improve patient access
to health care services and provide improved
medical care by reducing the excessive bur-
den the liability system places on the health
care delivery system. The bill shall be con-
sidered as read for amendment. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill to final passage without intervening
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motion except: (1) one hour of debate on the
bill, with 40 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on the Judici-
ary and 20 minutes equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce; and (2) one motion to recommit.

SEC. 3. Upon the adoption of this resolution
it shall be in order to consider in the House
the bill (H.R. 4281) to amend title I of the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act
of 1974 to improve access and choice for en-
trepreneurs with small businesses with re-
spect to medical care for their employees.
The bill shall be considered as read for
amendment. The previous question shall be
considered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate on the bill equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Education
and the Workforce; (2) the amendment in the
nature of a substitute printed in part B of
the report of the Committee on Rules, if of-
fered by Representative Kind of Wisconsin or
his designee, which shall be in order without
intervention of any point of order, shall be
considered as read, and shall be separately
debatable for one hour equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent; and (3) one motion to recommit with or
without instructions.

SEC. 4. (a) In the engrossment of H.R. 4279,
the Clerk shall—

(1) await the disposition of H.R. 4280 and
H.R. 4281;

(2) add the respective texts of H.R. 4280 and
H.R. 4281, as passed by the House, as new
matter at the end of H.R. 4279;

(3) conform the title of H.R. 4279 to reflect
the addition of the text of H.R. 4280 or H.R.
4281 to the engrossment;

(4) assign appropriate designations to pro-
visions within the engrossment; and

(5) conform provisions for short titles with-
in the engrossment.

(b) Upon the addition of the text of H.R.
4280 or H.R. 4281 to the engrossment of H.R.
4279, H.R. 4280 or H.R. 4281 (as the case may
be) shall be laid on the table.

(c) If H.R. 4279 is disposed of without reach-
ing the stage of engrossment as con-
templated in subsection (a), H.R. 4280 shall
be treated in the manner specified for H.R.
4279 in subsections (a) and (b), and only H.R.
4281 shall be laid on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Ohio (Ms. PRYCE) is
recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to my colleague
and friend, the gentlewoman from New
York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 638 provides for
separate consideration of three dif-
ferent measures. The rule provides that
when these measures are agreed to,
each will be engrossed as one bill and
sent to the other body.

Mr. Speaker, this week communities
across this country are participating in
activities associated with Cover the
Uninsured Week. Why? Well, because
almost 44 million Americans have zero
health insurance.

These 44 million Americans live in
sleepy towns and bustling towns all
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across America in each and every one
of our districts. They are children and
adults. They are families. The majority
are hardworking men and women just
trying to make a living, provide for
their families and offer their children
opportunities they may mnever have
had.

Yet nearly 44 million of our constitu-
ents are living every day without
health insurance coverage. They are
living without the security of knowing
that they have a family doctor to call
upon when they are sick and when it
comes to time for their annual check-
up. They are living without the secu-
rity of knowing that when their child
is ill, whether it is just a bad bug or a
life-threatening ailment, they can ac-
cess emergency care or see a specialist.

Without a doubt, the major reason
people do not have health insurance is
because they simply cannot afford it.
In fact, 71 percent of the uninsured
forego health insurance because of the
cost.

As I have come to find, for every 1
percent increase in health insurance
premiums, 300,000 more individuals go
without health insurance. Whether in
the halls of Congress, at the Wash-
ington think tanks, among not-for-
profit organizations, in the 